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Final section of Route 1
on schedule for 2003 opening

by Ryan Helley
siall writer

Orange  barrels *and
mounds of dirt on Route
13 betwesn Smyrna and
Odensa are actually signs
that the final slage of the
14:year Route | propect
will soon be finished.

The SmyTna-to-Odessa
section i nght on targsl
for ithe planned comple-
tion date al the end aof
20N, acearding to
Delaware Department of
Transportatlan Spokes-
man Mike Williams.

Willams sakd that wvnei
iz  currenlly “moving
along smoothly,” ichud-
ing the cofsiruction of
w0 bridges atross Roue
13 between Siovrnn and
Torwrunenad,

He also sadd the 876
million price tag for this
7.8 mile atretch should
Say put, bod,

“*On the dollar amount
we're wvery close.” sald
Willlams. Hoewever. he
added thai ; any con-
siruction project, there is
always the possibiity for
added cosis because of
unioreseen circum:-
stances or market fAuacis-
alions on the prices of
materinis

This lnal section of
Rewte | will include Nive
new  bridges, BEVER
flormwater managerment
ponds, and V0 acres ol
new wellands, Environ-
menial reguiaiions man-
date that weilands flled
because of oonstrection
miust be replaced at a 2-
fo-] ratd, Déo acrea of
e wellands cr=ated lor
overy one that is flled.

As  for  the large
mounds of dirl near
Fielidsbero and Pine Tree
Cormner mrar Towmaend,
they wll be shrinking as
the projedt S completed
The mdunds — an eati-
mated ore millon culble
yards of soil — were pri-
marily [rom excavalions
during constrgction
belween the C&ED Camal
and Cdessa.  [DelDOT
stared the dirt from that
part ol the project at (he

site near Fleldshom to be
used during the final
phase of the road.

The Seevrra-1o-Odess
scction is the last stage of
a four-par propes] thil
Bogan in 1983 wilh
bridges being built aver

the area that was then
proposed to be Route |1,
The [irst secton, which
runs from Smyrna to
Dover. apened o L8993,
The second section

opened in 1993 mcheding

CAD Canal, along with
the highway 1o Tybouts
Cormer, mear the
Christiana Mall, conmect-
ing with Intersiale 985,
The most Fecent aeetion,
running from the canal io
Oidesag, opened in

Novemnber 1069,

When completed, the
highway will be the
hrgn'.lpuﬂhtﬂhﬁﬂ'
ect in the hinory of the

state, spanning nearly 46
miles [rom [nlerstate 95
to the Dover Alr Force
Base, The toll-road s
being buitlt as an alterna-

tive o Route 153 wathout
stoplights for bong-dis-
tance and regional travel-
ers., including ravehomn 1o
the beach.




